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From the Religious Inqurer. 

Again, the KINGDOM OF BEAVEN is like upto a net: 
cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind; 
which, when if was full, they drew to shore, and sat 
down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast 
the bad away, Soshall it be at the END oF THE 
worLp; the angels shall come forth, and sever the 
wicked from among the just, and shall cast them in- 
to the FURNACE OF FIRE; there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of tecth.—Mat. xin. 47—50. 


This passage, being part of our Lord’s Ser- 
won tothe Jews, is justly thought to contain 
much instruction on many points of great in- 
terest to man. It is generally believed that 
Christ here speaks of a time’ when this 
earth shall be dissolved, at which period the an- 
gels of God shall separate the sinners fromthe 
saints, and cast them into the quenchless fur- 
nace of hell, where shall be weeping, wailing, 
aud gnashing of teeth eternally. From such 
an understanding of the subject many discour- 
ses have been preached, of the most terrific 
and sou'-harrowing description, that have sent 
the hearers away in speechless grief, or 
the agony of commencing despair. They 
have been told the great day of God isat hand, 
when the righteous will shine forth as the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father, and the un- 
righteous be driven out into utter darkness and 
eternal torment. They have been assyred 
this interpretation of the passage is correct, as 
Christ says this shall take place atthe end of 
the wurld, and the wicked shall be cast into the 
furnace of fire at that time. With this idea in 
mind, the most solemn and impressive appeals 
have been made to the feelings of the audience; 
totally deprayed men, who can as easily be- 
come gods, as effect the least improvement in 
heart or life, have been conjured to make their 
peace with heaven before that dreadful morn- 
ing shall come, when the offers of salvation 
will be no longer made, and no exertion to 
‘obtain the favor of God will avail. 

When this is the common idea of the text, 
and horrid consequences have resulted from en- 
tertaining this opinieg, and from its publi¢ de- 





fence, God and Christ will be honored, should 
a careful examination show the general notion 
to be erroneous, and the meaning of Jesus to be 
in perfect agreement with the object of his 
mission, the salvation of the world. For the 
purpose of learning the true import of Christ’s 
words, it will be necessary to inquire 1. what 
is intended by the kingdom of heaven; 2. 
what is signified by the end of the world; 3 
what is meant by the furnace of fire? 

To settle these questions satisfactorily, we 
shall rely exclusively on scripture authority, 
and give no heed to the conjectures, or tradj- 
tions of popes, or monks, or cardinals. 


1, The termskingdomof heaven, and king- 
dom of God, which are used interchangeably, 
are found about 90 times in the New Testa- 
ment, and signifying generally the Gospel Dis- 
pensation, or the Christian religion, which is a 
spiritual kingdom in the hearts of men. _Per- 
haps there is but one exception to this meaning 
throughout the whole evangelical writers; 1 
Cor. xv. 50. By duly observing the connex- 
ion where the phrase stands, it will be easy to 
learn its true import in all cases, and to deter- 
mine, with one or two exceptions, that it has 
no allusion to a future state of exisitence.— 
When John came preaching inthe wilderness 
of Judea, and saying, repent ye, for the king- 
dom of heaven isat hand, did he mean that 
the immortals would soon appear in glory, or 
that the Jews would die in a little time, and go 
into the bliss of God ? he most certainly decla- 
red the gospel of Christ, or the coming of Shi- 
loh to be at hand, and therefore called on the 
people to repent, in fulfilment of the prophecy ; 
Malachi iii. 1, and 4, 5,6. When Christ, im- 
itating his precursor in the language he employ- 
ed, began to preach repentance because the 
kingdom of heaven was at hand, did he imply or 
affirm’ that any thing was intended by the terms, 
but the light and joy of his gospel? Mat. iv. 17 
Christ replying to the blasphemous Pharisees, 
says, but if I cast out devils by the Spirit of 
God, then the kingdom of Goa is come unto 
you. By this he could not mean that a future 
state had come unto them, or that death was at 
the door; for he obviously intends to assure 
them that the gospel kingdom, or dispensation 
had come unto them, if in truth he cast out de- 
vils by the Spirit of God. Mat. xii, 23. When 
Christ said it is easier fora camelto go through 
the eye of aneedle, than for arich manto en- 
ter into the kingdom of God, could he posi- 
bly intend it was thus difficu't for a rich man 
to dig and go into a future state? Mat. xix, 24, 
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Experience shows that rich men are liable to | ed the gospel at Antioch, the Jews contradicted 
nd 


death as poor men ; if death introduce both to 
endless joy, there is no more difficulty in one 
case than inthe other. Christ therefore did not 
mean that riches obstructed the passage into 
the future-state, but only that the riehand cov- 
etous found it extremely difficult to give up their 

ossessions, or to expose their wealth for the 
oe ee of Christ. The chief priests and el- 
ders were told, the publicans and harlots go in- 
to the kingdom of God before you, Mat. xxi. 
31. But did this imply that the publicans and 
harlots would die, and gq into the eternal world 
before them ? The Pharisees and chief priests 
were informed by Christ that the kingdom of 
God should be taken from them, and given toa 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof; Mat. 
xxi. 43, but most certainly he did not signify 
that the future state, or the joys of heayen 
would be taken from them, and given to anoth- 
er people. When the Scribe, who answered 
discreetly, was told, thou art not far from the 
kingdom of God, he was not informed that 
death was near, or that those who answered 
with less discretion would outlive him, but as- 
sured that he was almost prepared for the gose 
pel dispensation, Mark xii. 34. _When Christ 


says, wo unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hy- 
pocrites ! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against men ; for ye neither go in, neither suf- 
fer them that are entering to go in, could he 
possibly mean that the future world was shut 
up so that men could not die, and that the Phar- 


isees had the key that opened the gates of im- 
mortal glory ? If this were his meaning, what 
Gentile can be saved ? When Christ remark- 
ed to the Centurion, that many shall come from 
the eust and the west, and shall sit duwh with 
Abranam, and Isaac, and Jacob, in thekingdom 
- of kevven; but the children of the kingdom 
shall be cast out into outer darkness ; there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, did he 
signify, that these in the eternal world will be 
thrust out of it, or that those, who have entered 
into the joy of ther Lord the immortal state, 
will be driven into utter darkness to weep 
and wail ? M-tt. viti. 11, 12. These exam- 
ples conclusively demonstrate the terms 
kir.gdom of heaven, and kingdom of God sig- 
nify the gospel dispensation, or the message of 
salvation that Jesus proclaimed to the iost sheep 
of the house of Israel. They morevver prove 
the gewerally received opinion relative to these 
phrases incorrect, and highly injurious to the 
explanation of the Bible, as it leads to false and 
dangerous results. Though what has been 
said appears extremely plain, one other passage 
shalt be cited, that doubts and scruples may be 
removed from all minds. Christ says to the 
Jews, therefore I say unto you, the kingdom of 
God shall be taken from ‘you, and given to a 
nition bringing forth the fruits thereof. The 
accomplishme at‘of this declaration is matter of 
record. Paul says blindness in part is happen 
ed to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles 
be come in. While Barnabas and Paul preach- 


ia 
' Jesus to reply to their countrymen, “ it was 
H 





3 this caused the ministers of 


necessary that the word of God should first 
have been spoken to you; but seeing ye put it 
from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, lo we tarn to the Gentiles ; for 
so hath the Lord command us, saying, I haye 
set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, thoy 
shouldest be salvation to the ends of the earth,” 
Hence it appears the kingdom of heaven was 
taken from the Jews and given to a different 
nation, “ fur when the Gentiles heard this say. 
ing, they were glad, and glorified the word of 
the Lord.” It is then fair to conclude from 
the reasoning and examples which have been 
given, that the kingdom of God and the king. 
dom of heaven mean the gospel dispensation, 
or the christian religion ; let us then examine 
these words as they stand in the 13th of Mat- 
thew. In this chapter, the divine Teacher des- 
cribes the kingdom of heaven or the ministry 
of the gospel, by six parables, varied according 
to the several particulars he intended to fix in 
the minds of his Jewish audience. When the 
kingdom of heaven is likened to a man whe 
sowed good seed in his field; but while men 
slept an enemy came and sowed tares among 
the wheat, and went his way, we are to under- 
stand that the truth is emblemed by the heat, 
and false doctrine by the tares, which shall 
be completely destroyed. The mustard-seed 
represents the gradual extension and final tri- 
umph of the gospel, though it @emed weak at 
the beginning, and as incapable of subduing the 
whole earth,as a grain of mustard-seed is of 
producing atree. The parable of the leaven 
exhibits the same idea in another form showing 
the efficacy of the Gospel to reconcile all hearts 
to its benign injunctions. 

When Christ would describe the operation 
of true doctrine and falsehood, he speaks the 
parable of the field, and shows that the hay, 
wood, and stubble shall be consumed. When 
he would paint hypocrites or apostates, who 
say Lord, Lord, but do not the will of his Fath- 
er,-he speaks the parable of the sower, or of 
the net, signifying that tribulation and persecu- 
tion will test the faith of his followers, and sep- 
arate the true from the false. The last simili- 
tude is peculiarly happy in describing the con- 
dition of his disciples and the motives of those 
who heard the gospel. Two of his ministers 
were called from their employment by this in- 
vitation, ‘follow me, andI will make you fishers 
of men ;’ they might therefore be said to cast the 
gospel net over Judea, and to gather all, bad 
and good, who came to hear the word, to be 
healed, to see miracles, to eat of the loaves and 
fishes, or who came because their friends and 
neighbors did. However various their motives 
however sincere or false their professions, the 
day of adversity unveiled their hearts, and set- 
iled their claim to discipleship. If they with- 
ered under the scorching heat of persecuuon, 
haying no root in themselves, or became ule 











_ peril, uncertainty and deliverance, that when 
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Secitfal through the care of this worldyamd, the | The end of the world then signifies the abro- 
deceitfulness of riches, they were unfit for the | gation of the Mosaic ritual, and the dispersion 


jngdom of G 
— of acrucified Master. But, if they en-' 


dured through the trying day, possessed their | 
souls in patience, and. brought forth fruit, they 

were genuine converts.. This is the proper 
method to judge of all conversions, for men 
do not gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of this- 
fles. 

Thus it is evident the kingdom of God and 
the kingdom of heaven generally signify the 
gospel dispensation through the New Testa- 
ment, and thai they have this signification in 
tne chapter we have examined, and are well 
likened to a net which was cast into the sea, and 
gathered of every kind, both good and bad, 

2. What is intended by the end of the world, 
and the severing of the wicked from the just,— 
The phrase, an of the world, is not used ma- 
py times in the New Testament, but it appears 
invariably to mean the close of the Mosaic dis- 
pensation, the destruction of the temple and 
city, and the scattering of the Jews into all aa- 
tions. Various direct and collateral passages 
might be cited to this parposs, a few, however, 
ofthe most plain shall be given. Let it then 

be understood that whenever Christ speaks of 
coming with his angels to separate the righteous 
from the wicked, to reward the one and punish 
the other, he is describing the end of the world, 
and the same events of which he speaks in the 
parable under consideration. In Matthew 24 
the disciples ask him when the end of the world 
should be, and earthquakes, famines, pestilence, 
commotions and wars haye been enumerated, 
they are told the gospel must be typ ay for 
a witness to all nations, and then shall the end 
come. The signs that intimate the approach- 
ing end are minutely portrayed for the guard 
and direction of the apostles in the day of their 


they shall see them in the air, the earth, and 
the troubled nations, they may know the end 
of the world is at hand. The separation is 
mentioned verses 30, 31, “* And then shall ap- 
pear the sign of the son of man in heaven; and 
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn and 





they shall see the son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. | 
And he shall send his angels with a great sound | 
ofa trumpet, and they shall gather together | 
his elect from the four winds, from one end of | 
heaven to the other.” Immediately after this, | 
Jesus assures them “this generation shall not 

pass, till ull these thing be fulfilled ;” thereby | 
declaring that some, then alive, should not die | 
before the end of the world. ‘This was literally | 
verified when Jerusalem was destroyed, and} 
the Jews scattered over the earth, about forty | 
years after the crucifixion. When Christ speaks | 
of the end of the world he says, “let them who | 


od, or to be the persecuted fol-| of the Jewish people. This expositicn is still 


farther confirmed by what Christ says in the 
25th chapter concerning the same time and e- 
vents. Having inthe 24th confined the end 
of the world, and the great events he had pre- 
dicted to the generation then on earth, in the 
25th he describes the same things in three par- 
ables. That of the virgins is exactly similar in 
meaning to the parable of the net, and so is that 
of the talents, and that of the sheep and the 
goats. Indeed it shoujd be remarked that iz 
one it is said, ‘cast ye the unprofitable serv- 
ant into outer darkness ; there shall be weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth.” The phraseology, 
characters, and termination of these parables 
clearly show they refer to one time, and one 
event, 

It is therefore fair to conclude, that as Christ 
confined the end of the world, and the separa- 
tion of the righteous and the wicked to the 
generation iu which he lived, the end of the 
world mentioned in our parable should be ap- 
plied to the same time ard things, that Christ’s 
discourses may be preserved from confusion, 
and the New Testament from ambiguity and 
darkuess. This inference is strengthened by 
what Christ says in the 16th of Matt. “For 
the Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father, with his holy angels ; aud then shall 
he reward every man according to his works. 
Verily I say unto you, there be some standing 
here who shall not taste death, till they see 
the Son of man cv ming in his kingbom.” The 
same ideas are expressed by Mark and Luke 
in néarly the same words. 

Let it moreover be noted the phrase end of 
the world is never used in the New Testament 
8 by Christ, and one of his apostles ; and 
should its application be uniform to one sub- 
ject, both by the Master and the disciple, our 
explanation will be fully established. If any 
thing be plain im the discourses of Christ, it is 
the termination of the Jewish age, signified by 
the end of the world, which is the exclusive 
import of the phrase, wherever it is employed 
by Christ. How dves Paul use this language ? 
“For then must he often have suffered since 
the foundation of the world ; but now once in 
the end of the world, hath he appeared, to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” Again 
he says, “ now all these things happened unto 
them for ensamples, and they are writien for 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
world have come.” It thus appears this lan- 
guage has one uniform ep: through the 
book, and always applies to the end of the 
Jewish age. The severing of the righteous 
from the wicked intends the separation of the 
friends and foes of Christ, when the Jewish na- 
tion was visited by the heavy judgments de- 


are in Judea flee into the mountains ; let not} nounced on them by the great prophet. 


him that is on the house-top come down to take 


To prevent all mistake, let it be distinctly 


any thing out of his house, neither let him that | remembered the end of the world is never u- 


is in the Geld retarn back to take his clothes.” | sed in the whale New Testament to signify a 
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dissolution of the material system, or the least 
change in the laws of nature, but merely an 
alteration in the physical and moral condition 
of Jews and Gentiles, While this fact is in 
sight the terms will not be perverted, nor will 
strange fancies grow out of the sound of words ; 
but give up this plain truth, and the New Tes- 
tament is dark as a heateen oracle. 

3. What is meant by the furnace of fire 7— 
the common notion makes the net the con- 
straining power of God, by .which men are 
brought together ; the end of the world the 
day of judgment for all men, and the furnace 
of fire the ceaseless torments of hell. The un- 
reasonableness of the two first has been seen, 
the last shall now be examined. 

Tuierpreting the language of the New by the 
idioms and forms of expression common inthe 
Old Testament is highly necessary and fair, | 
the writers of the New being Jews, and speak- | 
ing afier the manner of the prophets and holy 
men of ancient time. If this mode of illustra- 
tion be discarded, conjecture must furnish the 
only rule of explanation, and leave all men to 
followtheir own whims in understanding the 
language of the holy spirit. How then is the 
word furnace used by the Old Testament wri- 
ters ? In Deut. iv. 20, Moses says to the Israel- 
ites, “But the Lord hath taken you, and 
brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even 
out of Exypt.” Here the oppression and 
slavery endured by Israel in Egypt are repre- 


sented by a furnace, from which God had de- 


livered them. Isaiah in his xxxi. chapter,— 
speaking concerning God, says, “‘ Whose fire is 
in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem.” xlviii. 
10, it is written, “ behold, I have refined thee, 
but not with silver ; Ihave chosen thee in the 
furnace of affliction.” In Ezekiel xxii. 18, 22 
we read, “Son of man, the house of Israel is to 
me become dross: they are all brass, and tin, | 
and iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace; | 
they are even the dross of silver. Therefore | 
thus saith the Lord God, because ye are all be- | 
come dross, behold, therefore, I will gather you 
into the midst of Jerusalem. As they gather 
silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, 
into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire 
upon it, to melt it; so will I gather you in mine | 
anger and in my fury and I will leave youthere 
and mel: you. Yes, I will gather you, and, 
blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye 
shall be in the midst thereof. As silver is | 
melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye 
be melied in the midst thereof ; and ye shall 
know that I the Lord have poured out my fury | 
upon you.” Ithence appears tha: furnace is 
used in the Old Testament to signify distress, 
calemity, punishment, affliction and cruel bon- 
dage ; and it is believed Egypt and Jerusalem 
are the only places that are figuratively called 
a furnace. in the whoh Bible. By what au- 
th:.rity then can we be justified inmaking fur- 
nce in our parable mean something in the fu- 
ture world, when the whcle tenor of scripture 
is against such a construction: and when such ; 





an. application would be destitute of analogy 
ahd unsupported by any similar text? There 
is no passage inthe Bible where furnace 4. 
ludes te any thing in the coming state, unless 
the 13th of Matthew have this reference; by 
as the opinion in this case is founded entirely 
on conjecture and tradition, and is destitute of 
all support, it can deserve no further ati ‘nition, 
But should the common notion be true, God 
and Nebuchadnezza: resemble exch ~ other 
in the object for which the furnace ts prepaped 
one designing it for endiess torture, the other 
to burn those who did not worship his sense. 
less idol on the plain of Dura. Which cuarac 


{ter would appear the most amiable from this 


view of the subj-ci, o whick would dese: ve love 
and homage? Though Pharaoh and Nebuch- 
adnezzar had no compassion for the captives of 
Israel, but treated them in the most barbarous 
manner, to gratify their malice and keep them 
in chains, God is unlike them in feeling and 
purpose, he “ does not afflict willingly, nor 
grieve the children of men, though he cause 
grief, yet will he have compassion according 
to the multitude of his mercies, he will not 
contend forever, neither will he be always 
wroth.” 

From scripture analogy, the character of 
God, and the nature of things it therefore ap- 
pears that furnace has been ,rightly explaiued 
in the 13th of Matthew, that the general no 
tion of the passage is erroneous, unscriptural, 
and derogatory to the character of God. 

This parable, freed from the crude glosses 
with which it has been darkened, harmonizes 
with the other discourses of Jesus, appears 
worthy of the great teacher sent from God 
takes away the evils of unbelievers, and shows 
the necessity of searching the scriptures, lest 
we wrest them to our destruction. Let no one 
hereafter suppose he honors divine revelation 
by listening to sounds instead of sense, or fan- 
cy that Protestant is better than Popish tradi- 
tion; but rightly examining each text in its 
immediate connexion, and with reference to 
the general scope of the speaker, come to @ 
righteous judgment, that time and long reflec- 
tion shall not alter, but strenghten. When 
this is done, the scriptures are treated as the 
book of God, deserving of perusal, confidence 
and regard; but when doctrines are received 
op trust, especially those of great moment, and 
the Bible is unread, unexamined, uncompared, 
God is treated with indignity, his book is coa- 
sidered a new oracle of Paganism, dark as 
Cimmerian midaight, and inexplicable as the 
leaves of the Sibyl. : 

In close ; if the Jews were punished with 
great and lasting judgments for their miscon- 
duct under the old dispensation, though their 
light and privileges were small compared with 
ours, what afflictions will be heaped upon us, 
what calamities and disasters will befal us, 
should we misemploy the means of virtue, wis 
dom, happiness ! God is no respector of per 
sons but he that doth wrong shal receive for 
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the wrong, and of him to whom much is given, 


h will be required. Let us then be warn- , 
nd coal : every talent to the service of | 


‘ed toemploy our 
God and the benefit of our race, lest our fa- 


vors become our condemnation, and our light be 
extinguished. This is the moral instruction 
that should be obtained from this parable, and 
whoever thus applies the subject to heart and 
life has not read in vain. 
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Our friends who have su generously exeried them- 
selves in our bebalf, will be pleased to accept our 
grateful acknowledgments, for their aid and assist- 
ance in the circulation of this paper. The return of 
almost every mail brings us the most cheering intel- 
ligence ; and we should do great injustice (o our feel- 
ings did we noi thus early express our obligations to 
those who have kindly forwarded the names of new 

subscribers ; the number of which, far exceeds our 
most sangeine expectations. 


The Late Peter WhitneyM. D. of Gray,( Me.) 


The following article which appeared in the 
“Eastern Argus,” we submit to our readers 
withvut comment—it speaks for itself. Ithas re. 
lation to the conduct of a Mr, Peckham, the 
minister who officiated at the funeral, of the 


truly respectable man whose name is at the 
head of this article; whose conduct was such 
that the citizéns of Gray, and many respecta- 
ble gentlemen from the adjoining towns, held 
amecting, appointed a committee, and from 
the report of that committee we make the fol- 
lowing brief extract. After speaking in the 
highest terms of the character of the deceased 
they proceed as follows. 

“A large concourse of people assembled on 
the 12th inst. to pay their last tribute of re- 
spect tothe remains of the worthy deceased. 
A young clergyman, whv resides in the imme- 
diate neighborhood, was called to officiate on 
the occasion and to speak comfortably to those 
that mourned, and to console the broken-heart- 
ed. A large portion of the audience consist- 
ed of those whom he rarely had the honor to 
address. The subject of discourse was select- 
ed from the first epistle of Peter, 4th chap. 17th 
v. in these words, “ What shall the end be of 
them that obey not the gospel of Gud?” The 
importance of the obedierce to the gospel led 
the speaker to point oui iis requirements, A 
mong these the rankest extremes of sectarian 
bigviry were urged as indispensably necessary 
to salvation, The disbelief of certain irrational 
opinious, which both priest and people well 
knew the deceased had never received, was 
declared to be equally criminal as robbery, theft 
and the 8rossest violations of the moral pre- 


cepts ofthe gospel. Then followed the dread- 
ful end, eternal tortures and despair. 

The forgiveness ofthe thief upon the cross 
was adduced as the only ground of hope that 
the deceased (as it is understood by thos pres- 
ent) was saved ; but this was followed by the 

remark that thousands were undoubtedly in 
| the regions of unu'terable woe, who had left 
the world imploring such forgiveness. Allu- 
sions were made to Thomas Paine, and similar 
writers, but for what reason, it were difficult 
tc.perceive. Tocalm the anxious mind of a 
painfully distressed and delicate family, a hyme 
was chosen which contained these striking 
lines— 

“ Up to the courts where angels dwell, 

It mounts triam¢hant there; 

Or devils piunge it down to hell, 

In infinite despair !” 

We can bear with weakness and folly. We 
can behold in silence that vanity in bigots, 
in servile imitation ofthe Romish church, at- 
taches to itself Popish infallibility. We would 
be tolerant even to that pharisaical pride which 
in the language of Jefferson, “usurps the judg- 
ment seat of God, and condemns all others to 
his wrath.” But in this civilized and christian- 
ized community, shall we mutely hear such a 
self made judge denounce the sentence of c- 
ternal damnation upon the departed spirit of 
an honest, benevolent man,a virtuous fellow 
citizen ; an affectionate husband and kind pa- 
rent, in the presence of his mourning family ¢ 
and that, too, while the remains of the dearest 
object of their affection, lies before them si- 
lent in death? We cannot; we are not yet so 
devoid of sensibility. 

SHADRACH HUMPHREY, 
GEORGE LATHAM, 
C. H. HUMPHREY, 

Gray, Oct. 24, 1826. 

The report of the committee having been 
read, voted unanimously that the same be ar- 
cepted and published. 

Wau. MEGQUIRE, Cha’s. 

JOHN DOLLEY, Sec’y. 


Com- 
mittee. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
HISTORY OF UNIVERSALISM. 

A work having the above title, has recently 
been published at Albany by a Mr. Brown ;— 
who it is believed, knows as little of the sect 
whose history he pretends to write, as he does 
of the man in the moon. Itis awell known 
fact, that the most respectable Universalists at 
Albany, utterly refused having their names ap- 
pear upon his subscription papers; though they 
were told that the work should cust them noth- 
ing, if they would allow him to make use of 
their names as p trons of’ the work. It is 
thought by many to bea necessary qualification 
for au author, to have some knowledge at least 
of the English Language. I make these re« 
marks that people may be on their guard against 
imposition if this work should prove to be 
one.. W. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


The reader recollects, no doubt, the account 
given in a former number, of the secession of 
the Baptist churches at the south, in conse- 
quence of the modern schemes and institutions 
to “ spread the Gospel.”” We now publish their 
* Declaration” which strikes a still deeper blow 
at them ; and as they are built upon the sand, 
the “ floods” and “ winds” of gospel truth will 
ere long entirely overthrow them, and not one 
stone of the-fabric will be left upon another.— 
What will the friends and benefactors of Theo- 
Jogical Seminaries, Bible, Missionary and Tract 
Societies say now 1—Ed..N. Y¥. Telescope. 


Declaration of the Reformed Baptist church- 
es in the State of North Carolina. 

“Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, 
take up the stumbling block out of the way of 
my people.”— Bible. 

Whereas, from twenty years experience of 
the progress of missionary plans and proceed- 
ings among us, we find that no benefit has aris- 
en to the cause of Christ or his church, but on 
the contrary, that they have been the fruitful 
source of argumeut, strife, and contention, de- 
stroyed the peace, fellowship and union of breth- 
ren, and even the ministers of different church- 
es, more than any thingelse which has taken 
place in ourdenomination during the above pe- 
riod, and whereas we plainly see and realize 
that they have given rise to reproaches, back- 
bitings, whisperings and evil speaking, causing 
discoid and disagreement amongst the Baptists 
an the subject of missions, whereby that broth- 








erly love and fellowship which have heretofore 
been enjoyed and ought to abound, aredestroy- | 
ed. We do most sincerely believe that it is | 
the missionary proceedings and beggars that | 
have come among us, that have been the prin- | 
cipal cause of our distresses, and which we see | 
to be daily increasing ; being well assured that | 
Missionary Societies, Bible Societies, Tract 
Societies, Theological Schools, &c. and beg- 
ging money, and hiring agents to beg for the 
support of such institutions, neither engaged 
the attention nor received the countenance in 
the example or practice of our early ministers, 
who bore the burden and heat of persecution 
and sufferings, and by their faithfulness and de- 
votedness to the cause of truth, brought the 
Baptist society to that amount of numbers and 
influence which they have since attained. They 
would iadeed have been ashamed, and blushed 
at such conduct and proceedings as have been 
resorted to in order to get money and subscrip- 
tions, under pretence of promoting religion and 
spreading the Gospel, while inthis day the:e 
are toomany that seem to glory in these very 
proceedings, and bring dishonor on the chris- 
tian name. We hesitate not to say that the 
societies and practices already referred tc, have 
no werrant from the New Testament, nor in 
the example and practice of Christ or the A- 
poses. We also well know that our unhired 





and unlearned but laborious and faithful prede 
cessors in the ministry, brought the Baptist 
community to a greater state of purity, peace 
and prosperity, tban all these unballoweg 
schemes and missionary operations have done 
or ever will be able to do, with all their parade 
and begging of money. And indeed ever since 
these modern schemes and societies have beep 
invented, aud persons of by ends and wortdly 
principles have engaged in them for the sake 
of the honor or profit which they might» bring 
to them, thereby forming aconnexion with this 
world, the cause of vital godliness, peace and 
union, has been declining amongus. From 
these considerations, we do most solemnly de. 
clare a NON-FELLOwsni?P with all such societies 
and proceedings, and with all churches who 
hold members of such societies in them, and 
that we cannot, as independent churches of Je. 
sus Christ, travel further in communion with 
those churches or individuals that disregard out 
feelings, break our peace, and disturb the trat- 
quility of the churches to which we belong. 

We do therefore covenant and agree to and 
with one another, as independent and account. 
able churches of Jesus Christ, by our subscri- 
bing to endeavor to maintain the following ar- 
ticles, ard to strive by divine assistance once 
more to restore purity of principles, brotherly 
love, peace and union, among oursolves if pos 
sible. 

Article 1. Our body of churches shall be 
known by the name of the “ Reformed Baptist 
Association of Churches.” 

Article 2. Knowing from long and _ painful 
experience the strife, contention and evils 
eaused in all the churches with which we are 
acquainted, by Missionary Societies and their 
proceedings, and fully convinced that begging 
money under pretence of spreading the Gospel 
and aiding the kingdom of Christ, is without a 
ny warrant from the New Testament, or any 
example in the purest ages of the Church, and 
that these modern schemes and Missionary So- 
cieties are only the inventions of men, aud like 
all other such inventions will only prove acurse 
to the church of God, we therefore deelare that 
no person who is a member of any Misssionary 
Society shall have membership in any of our 
churches while he continues in such society, oF 
if any who are already members of our church- 
es, shall join such societies, they shall no lon- 
ger be entitled to membership with us. And 
we furthermore declare, that no missionary 
preacher or beygar, being knewn to be such,— 
shal), by any of us, be invited into our pulpits, 
or have bis appointments published by us, to 
beg and cheat the peuple, contrary, as we con- 
ceive, to the precepts of the Gospel, and_the 
long standing and ancient practice of the Bap- 
tists in these United States. ' 

Article 3. Believing that the Tract Societies 
often frame fictitious accounts and narratives 
to mislead the mind and promote the interest 
of their own sects, and that one great design 0! 
these societies is to bring the youth of ovr 
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“gountry as they arrive to manhood; te be of 
ps0 eel opinion, and thus pave the way 
in time for an established religion and priestly 
dominion, and that such an event ought to be 
guarded inst by every friend to true 
religion sail the rights of conscience, we there- 
fore declare that no person who is a member of 
any such Tract Society, shall have membership 
with us except he. first renounce his connex- 
ion with the soctety ; and no minister or prea- 
cher in membership with these societies, shall 
be invited into our pulpits if it be known to us 
that he is a member of such societies. 

Article 4. Convinced that Theological 
Seminaries are the inventions of men, and 
have no warrant or sanetion from the New 
Testament, nor in the example and practice of 
Christ and the Apostles, who when called to 

reach the gospel, never went to such places to 
Be taught rhetoric, oratory or other human ac- 
complishments to prepare them for the work 
of their ministry: And knowing, moreover, 
that the Baptist denomination in these United 
States have long existed and flourished with- 
outany such institutions, and that there is at 

resent a strife among the different sects which 
shall be the greatest in the esteem and honor 
of this world, which strife must be injurious to 
the simplicity and purity of the religion of 
Jesus Christ. For already, since the com- 
mencement of these seminaries, and the nu- 
merous societies for their support, there is less 
vital and practical ‘godliness, less harmony,— 
peace and christian feeling, than has ever been 
within our remembrance. 


( To be continued.) 


UNION OF CHRISTIANS. 

s Let all men believe the scriptures, and them 
only, and endeavor to believe them im the true 
sense, and require no more of others, and they 
shall find this not only a better, but the only 
means to restore unity. And if no more than 
this were required of any man to make him ca- 
pable of church communion, then all men, so 
qualified, though they were different in opinion, 
yet, notwithstanding any such difference, must 
be, of necessity, one in communion, 

The presumptuous imposing of the senses of 
men upon the general words of God, and lay- 
ing them upop men’s consciences together ; 
this vain conceit that we can speak of the things 
of God, better than in the words of God ; this 
deifying our own interpretations, and imposing 
them on others; this restraining the word of 
God from that latitude and generality, and the 
understandings of men from that liberty where- 
in Christ and his Apostles left them, is, and hath 
been, the ouly fountain of all the schisms of the 
church, and that which makes them immortal. 
Take away these walls of separation, and all 
will quickly be one. Require of Christians 
only to believe in ‘Christ, and to call no man 
master, but him only; let those leave claiming 
infallibility that have no title to it; and let 


them that in their words disclaim it, as protest- 
ants do, disclaim it likewise in their actions.— 
In a word restore Christians to their just and 
full liberty of captivating their understanding to 
scripture only; and then, as rivers, when they 
have a free passage, for all to the ocean—so it 
may well be hoped by God’s blessing, that uni- 
versal liberty, thus moderated, may quickly re- 
duce Christendom to truth and unity.” 
Chillingworth. 

* Without all doubt, Christianity would have 
flourished in the world exceedingly, had things 
been suffered to continue as our Lord and his 
Apostles left them ; and could men but have 
been contented with the sacred scriptures, 
as the rule of their faith, and worship and 
discipline. But alas, it was not long be- 
fore they, who professed to be the followers of* 
Christ, entertained a fancy, that they could 
improve his settlement, by alterations, additions 
and amendments. They were for coining 
new articles of faith, under pretence of ex- 
plaining his doctrine ; adding ritual observan- 
ces, inorder to the greater ornament of his 
worship ; and for framing canons, and ecclesi- 
astical regulation in things unnecessary, under 
pretence of promoting the pvace of the church.’” 
—Stilling fleet. 

“ What are we, guilty worms of the dusi; 
that we should dare thus to interpose our judg- 
ment between God and our fellow Christians ? 
By adopting such sentiments, we are naturally 
led to conclude, that we ourselves are certainly 
in the narrow way of salvation, while all who 
differ from us on points which we deem es- 
sential, are as certainly in the way to perdition ; 
and though we may pretend compassion for 
their souls, yet the thought will always be up- 
permost imour minds, that we are the recon- 
ciled friends of God, while they continue hos- 
tile towards lim; these adopted children, while 
they remain the children of the wicked one, 
from whom it becomes us to stand aloof and 
be separate—our tender consciences holding 
us back from all Christian friendship and fel- 
lowship with them.”—-Dr. Osgood. 

“ Men grow furious only for error and ab- 
surdity. A concern for virtue has never yet 
shown itself in deeds of violence : it has never 
made any inroads on the peace of society ; it 
has never trampled on the rights of conscience, 
or wielded ‘the sword of persecutivn, It may 
have wept in silence at the corruption and de- 
pravity of man; it may have prayed and toiled 
with earnestness to reclaim it ; but it has ne- 
ver burst forth into acts of hostility against c- 
ven the most corrupt and depraved.”—Cogan. 


“ Were this an age m which any thing might 
be wondered at, it would be a matter of de- 


served admiration that we are still so far fram 





being cemented together in the unity of the 
spirit, and the bond of peace. Must the Gre 
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of our unq@aritable animosiues be like thet of 
the temple, which was never to be extinguish- 
ed? However, I am sure it is such an one as 
was never kindled from heaven, nor blown up 
with any breathings of the holy and divine spir- 
it.” —Stilling fleet. 


We have learned with much pleasure, that 


on the 18th ult. Rev. Dr. Messer, late Presi-- 


dent of Brown University, preached for Rev. 
Mr. Pickering in the Universalist Chapel, 
Westminster street, Providence. 


The Baptist and orthodox clergy have un- 
ceasingly persecuted the Doctor since his reli- 
gicus sentiments have assumed a generous cast, 
exciting the students to rebel against him, pub- 
lishing pamphlets filled with lies to blast his 
character, and destroy his influence, and exile 
him from the charities of the christian cirele. 
It is gladdening to see him rise abeve this storm 
in all the majesty of uasullied innocence, to de- 
fend the doctrine of God’s boundless love to 
his offending offspring, and the efficacy of his 
redeeming grace to each sinner of our species. 
—Religious Inquirer. 


Dr. Doddridge says, “ Pious parents have 
reason to hope it is well with those dear crea- 
tures who are taken away in their early days. 
I see not that the word of God hath any where 
passed a damnatory sentence on any infants ; 
and if it has not, Iam sure we have no authori- 
ty to do it,” 

The world is full of slander; and every 
wretch that knows himself unjust, charges his 
neighbor with like passions ; and by the general 
frailty, hides his own, 


Sunday Countenances.—Many sérious peo- 
ple wear « peculiar expression on Sundays.— 
They look thoughtful, as they should not. No- 
thing connecied with religion éught to be con- 
strained, austere ur forbidding. Banish frivol- 
ity on the first day, be serious and devout ; 
but affect no solemnity of countenance. If 
affectation be unavoidable, then affect serenity 
of heart, benignity of contenance, and devotion 


of mind.— Chr. Reg. 


* Adversity is like the period of the former 
and latter rains~--cold, comfortless, unfriendly 
to man and to animal; yet from thence come 
the flower and the fruit, the date, the rose, and 
the pomegranate.” 


MARRIED, 
In Williamsville, on Wednesday evening last, by 
Rev. Mr. Fisk, Mr. A. V. Sill, to Miss Angelica 
Van Voast, all of this village. 








{> Our friends in this place may expect a 
Lecture on Monday, (Christmas) evening 25th 
inst. at six o’clock. 











SILENT WORSHIP, 


How glorious, O God! must thy temple have been 
On the day of its first dedication, . 
When the Cherubim’s wings widely waving were 
seen, 
On high, o’er the ark’s holy station. 


When even the chosen of Levi, though skill’@ 
To minister, standing before thee. 

Retir’d from the cloud which the temple then filled. 
And thy glory made Israel adore thee. . 


Though awfully grand was thy maiesty then, 
Vet the worship, thy gospel discloses 

Less splendid in nomn to the vision of men, 
Far surpasses the ritual of Moses. 


And by whom was that ritnol forever repealed | 
But bv him, unto whom it was given ; 

To enter the Oracle, where is revealed, 
Not the cloud, but the brightvess of Heaven, 


Who having once entered, hath shown us the way, 
OLord ! how to worshin hefore thee ! 

Not with shadowv forms of that earlier day, 
But in spirit and truth to adore thee! 


This. this, is the worship the Saviour made knowg, 
When she, of Samaria found him 

By the Patriarch’s well, sitting weary, alone, 
“With the stillness of noon tide around him. 


How sublime, vet how simple, the homage he taugbt 
To her, who inquired by that fountain. 

If Jehovah at Solyma’s shrine would be sought ? 
Or adored on Samaria’s mountain ? 


Woman ! believe me the hour is near, 
When he, if ye righilv would hail him, 
Will neither be worshiped exclusively here; 
Nor vet at the altar of Salem. 


For God is a spirit! and they, who anght 
Would perform the pure worship he loveth, 

In the heart’s holv temnle will seek, with delight 
That spirit the Father approveth. 


And many that prophecy’s truth can declare, 
W hose bosoms have living!y known it ; 

Whom God hath instructed to worship him there, 
And convinced that his mercy will own it ; 


The temple that Solomon built to his name, 
Now lives but in history’s story, 

Extinguished long since is its altars brighc flame,. 
And vanished each glimpse of its glory. 


But the Christian, made wise by the wisdom divin 
Though all human fabrics may falter, 

Still finds in his heart a far holier shrine. 
Where the fire burns unquenched on the altar ! 
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